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October 27, 2017 

 

Re: 1984 Master Plan for the former Golden Gate Theological Seminary  

 

Dear Marin County Planning Commission, 

 

We are writing for the Housing Crisis Action Group (HCAG), a coalition of diverse organizations working to tackle the 

housing crisis in Marin County. We are a group of business leaders, city planners, union workers, environmental 

advocates, public servants, and educators, living and working in Marin. We strongly endorse Option A for the 1984 

Master Plan for the former Golden Gate Theological Seminary. 

 

Marin County’s housing production has not kept pace with job growth or our aging demographics. Due to a lack of 

housing supply, people who work in Marin cannot afford to live here. As affordability is impacted, people have longer 

commutes thereby leading their quality of life to deteriorate, limiting their ability to participate in their communities, and 

air and water quality to suffer. Our mission is to create, build, and preserve much-needed housing in Marin County. 

 

By extending the 1984 Master Plan for the former Golden Gate Theological Seminary for four additional years, we can 

allow sufficient time to conduct environmental review and review of the merits of the pending application to redevelop 

the property consistent with the Master Plan. This is a better option for Marin—it gives us a chance to address the housing 

supply and affordability shortage in Marin and make it a better place to live. 

We support Option A and urge you to do the same for the following reasons: 

1. Section 22.70.050 B.3 states that the Director may make minor modifications to the project. There is no mandate 

in the Code to change the Master Plan at this time. The Commission and the Board of Supervisors have full 

authority to retain the Master Plan’s current number of 304 units 

 

2. The proposed Option B changes are not minor as they result in a loss of over 15% of homes before review of the 

project has commenced. Over 46 potential homes and 9 affordable units would be lost. This is comparable to the 

size of the recently completed Oma Village in Novato or the recently-approved Victory Village in Fairfax. Before 

reducing the number of units, the Commission should consider the merits and impacts of the project 

 

3. The housing crisis makes it critical that the Commission maintains the unit count at least until it has the chance to 

consider the merits and impacts of the project. 

We support creating and preserving housing to help younger people find a room to live in Marin, help people in the 

working class find a place closer to work, and enhance the ability of our older residents to age-in-community. We endorse 

Option A as the proposed changes are not minor—the loss of significant housing is not warranted. We believe in the 

imperative for housing in Marin and urge you support Option A to ensure Marin is a great place to live for everyone. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Diana Conti Southern Marin Activist 

Linda Jackson Marin Environmental Housing Collaborative 

Cynthia Murray North Bay Leadership Council 

Kris Organ California Alliance for Retired Americans 

Robert Pendoley Marin Environmental Housing Collaborative 
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