
                                    

 

 

 

 
 

HOUSING CRISIS ACTION GROUP  

. . .To Create, Build,  and Preserve Much-Needed Housing in Marin  

hcagmarin@gmail.com | hcagmarin.org 

 

December 4, 2017 

 

(BY EMAIL ONLY) 

 

Re: Mandatory Mediation Ordinance at the December 5, 2017 Board of Supervisors Meeting  

 

Dear Marin County Board of Supervisors, 

 

We are writing for the Housing Crisis Action Group (HCAG), a coalition of diverse organizations working to tackle the 

housing crisis in Marin County. We are a group of business leaders, city planners, union workers, environmental 

advocates, public servants, and educators, living and working in Marin. We strongly support the notion of mandatory 

mediation with tracked results and urge you to prepare staff to draft a just cause eviction ordinance as well. 

 

Marin County’s housing production has not kept pace with job growth or our aging demographics. Due to a lack of 

housing supply, people who work in Marin cannot afford to live here. As affordability is impacted, people have longer 

commutes thereby leading their quality of life to deteriorate, limiting their ability to participate in their communities, and 

air and water quality to suffer. At HCAG, our mission is to create, build, and preserve much-needed housing in Marin. 

Several months ago, the housing subcommittee, Supervisors Rice and Connolly, were asked to look further into 

mandatory mediation and just cause for eviction policies for the County and conferred on two recommendations: adopt a 

mandatory mediation ordinance, titled “Rental Housing Dispute Resolution,” and defer a just cause eviction ordinance 

titled, “Residential Landlord and Tenant Relations.” We look forward to deliberations on the mandatory mediation 

ordinance and thank the subcommittee for their speedy decision. However, we ardently urge against postponing a just-

cause eviction ordinance for a year—Marin residents need this ordinance’s protection today and 12 months is simply too 

little too late. The urgency and importance of these policies cannot be overstated, especially in the wake of the North Bay 

fires. Since these would both be pilot programs, we believe in the necessity of monitoring results and presenting the 

findings in a 6-month report to evaluate the effectiveness of the program and improve the policy.  

We support preserving housing to help younger people find a room to live in Marin, help people in the working class find 

a place closer to work, and enhance the ability of our older residents to age-in-community. Action taken 12 months from 

now, will be irrelevant to those who are facing arbitrary eviction notices today. We believe in the imperative for housing 

in Marin—we support the notion of mandatory mediation with monitored results and urge you to prepare staff to draft a 

just cause eviction ordinance as soon as possible, so we can ensure Marin is a great place to live for everyone. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Diana Conti Southern Marin Activist 

Linda Jackson Marin Environmental Housing Collaborative 

Cynthia Murray North Bay Leadership Council 

Kris Organ California Alliance for Retired Americans 

Robert Pendoley Marin Environmental Housing Collaborative 
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